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The South Fork John Day Watershed Council began in the late 1980s as private landowners and 
different government agencies working to improve the area. 

The South Fork John Day Watershed Council is a non-regulatory and non-governmental non-
profit that works with private landowners and public land managers in the South Fork John Day 
River watershed. Our services are available to all landowners and land managers in the 
watershed and are entirely voluntary.  

The Council's mission is to maintain and enhance the health of the South Fork John Day River 
watershed and the long-term economic stability of the region, foster a better understanding of the 
multiple resources, represent broad and diverse geographies and interests, and work 
collaboratively to carry out voluntary watershed restoration activities.   
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Partner Agencies Named in this Report 

Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 

Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) 

Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs 
(CTWS) 

Department of Environmental Quality 
(DEQ) 

Department of Geology and Mineral 
Industries (DOGAMI) 

Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) 

Gilliam Soil Water Conservation District 
(SWCD) 

Grant Soil Water Conservation District 
(SWCD) 

John Day Basin Partnership (Partnership or 
JDBP) 

Malheur National Forest (MNF) 

Morrow Soil Water Conservation District 
(SWCD) 

Murderers Creek Coordinated Resource 
Management Planning (CRMP) 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) 

North Fork John Day Watershed Council 
(NFJDWC) 

Ochoco National Forest (ONF) 

Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife 
(ODFW) 

Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF) 

Oregon State University 

Oregon Water Resources Department 
(OWRD) 

Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board 
(OWEB) 

Phillip W. Schneider Wildlife Area 
(PWSWA) 

South Fork John Day Watershed Council 
(SFJDWC) 

Sustainable Northwest  

The US Department of Agriculture (USDA)  

US Forest Service (USFS)  

US Geological Survey (USGS)  

Xerces Society 
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DEQ319-Bioassessment (Oregon Department of Environmental Quality) 
This project is a continuation of a previously funded DEQ319 project. Until 2017, no instream assessment or 

monitoring 
work had 
occurred in the 
upper South 
Fork since 
2006. Through 
funding from 
OWEB, the 
SFJDWC has 
begun 
implementation 
of a Rapid 
Riparian Re-
vegetation (R3) 
effort. This R3 
technique is 
meant to mimic 
natural riparian 
conditions and 
plant over 
2,500 hard 
wood plants per 
acre, along both 
sides of 4 miles 

of river.  Also complimenting this project, and to slow channel incision and re-connect the floodplain, providing 
water to these plantings, beaver dam analogues were installed. The objective of this project was to address 
reasons the South Fork John Day has listed on the 303d list: reduce stream temperature, improve the biological 
criteria, & dissolved oxygen. Through support from the Western Native Trout Initiative, we were able to install 
temperature loggers to measure the effect of the project on temperature. Through support from the Charlotte 
Martin Foundation, we were able to repeat the original bioassessment performed from the 1990s until 2006. 
This bioassessment was performed in 2017, prior to R3 project implementation. We have implemented the 
project, and it has been in place going on its 3rd year.  
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LSR – Landscape Restoration (Oregon Department of Forestry) 
This project is on the 51,927-acre Phillip W. Schneider Wildlife Area (PWSWA) in the South Fork John Day 
watershed, which holds forests and riparian corridors that are high priority landscapes in the Oregon Forest 
Action Plan (FAP), Oregon Conservation Strategy, and the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board's strategic 
priorities. The overlapping Oregon FAP and Landscape Objectives are: risk of uncharacteristic wildfire; 
improve important forest ecosystems, improve critical upland, riparian, and ESA-listed fish habitat; resistant 
forest structure; recreation and harvest benefits. The FAP strategy of partnering across ownerships to 
accomplish landscape objectives is being used. 

 
LSR Project partners visited Dayville School in Spring 2022, and the Tiger Times reported.  
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OWRD – Flat Creek (Oregon Water Resources Department) 
The objective of this project is to improve the function of two of the three Aldrich reservoirs, Roosevelt and 
Pinchot.  We are updating the delivery headgate for the Roosevelt Reservoir and excavating the Pinchot 
Reservoir back to its permitted water holding capacity, making it capable of supplying irrigation water to a 40-
acre Food Plot Field during the mid to late growing season, July-August. The current delivery system is a wheel 
line, and we are to improving water application efficiency by changing to a center pivot. ODFW is installing a 
new fish screen and diversion, as well as providing the engineering, design, and cultural surveys for the project. 
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PFW – Rockpile Ranch (Partners for Fish & Wildlife – US Fish & Wildlife Services) 
This project is in conjunction with other projects ongoing in the watershed such as 250 acres of juniper cutting, 
a new water development trough, a fenced spring source and an aspen buck and pole fence. The Rockpile Ranch 
is getting involved with the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) program to fence off all of 

Magic Lantern Creek 
and contracting a 
fence around Wind 
Creek on their 
property. The 
Ochoco National 
Forest’s project 
called the Sunflower 
Allotment is 
establishing 
restoration projects 
in the area. To 
compliment the 
Sunflower 
Allotment, the 
watershed council 
contracted a Wind 
Creek Watershed 
Assessment to find 
restoration 
opportunities within 
the watershed. All 
projects combined 
will expectantly 
promote a healthier 
habitat and 
watershed for big 
game species to 
winter by 
encouraging native 
plant growth, 
increasing water 
sources, and 
enhancing their 
overall environment. 
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RCPP – Regional Conservation Partnership Program (NRCS) 
The USDA, NRCS, and SFJDWC are working together to assist private landowners in Oregon with 
implementation of 
conservation practices and 
measures that address 
identified natural resource 
concerns. Conservation 
practices and measures are 
identified and scheduled 
in conservation plans and 
contracts associated with 
USDA programs. The 
SFJDWC has been 
collaborating with all 
public land entities in the 
watershed, which 
comprise about 93% of 
the watershed. ODFW, 
BLM, Ochoco National 
Forest, and Malheur 
National Forest all have 
project areas planned in 
the watershed. 
Goal 1: Create a resilient, 
healthy watershed for 
agricultural producers, as 
well as fish, and wildlife, 
across all ownership 
boundaries. Objective: 
Provide financial 
assistance for privately 
owned lands to mirror 
restoration efforts 
occurring on all publicly 
managed lands in the 
watershed to increase 
beneficial habitat through: 
1) removal of Western 
Juniper, 2) thinning 
overstocked forests, 3) 
promoting native and beneficial vegetation over annual grasses and noxious weeds, 4) protection & 
enhancement of Quaking Aspen through conifer removal, 5) providing reliable off-channel upland water, and 
6) strategic grazing rotations. Goal 2: Increase long term economic stability of Agricultural producers. 
Objectives: Provide assistance for agricultural producers to improve the health and productivity of their range 
and forest lands by assisting in strategic planning of restoration actions and comprehensive grazing planning. 
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RCPP – Regional Conservation Partnership Program (NRCS) – cont. 
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Upper South Fork John Day Riparian Vegetation – PE (OWEB)  
Located along the Upper South Fork of the John Day River, near the town of Izee, this 
project is installing high-density plantings along both sides of the river using site-appropriate riparian species in 
the form of bare root, cuttings, and container stock. In addition to the planting, several sites are getting beaver 
analog posts installed to encourage beaver re-establishment. All sites are fenced. One section is managed for 
excluding livestock. The second site will incorporate managed flash grazing to control reed canary grass re-
establishment. Once completed, four miles of the Upper South Fork will 
provide sufficient habitat and food sources to support beaver colonies and the high-density plantings will 
provide enough plant source material to also increase shade and plant species diversity along the river. 
Species that will benefit from this project include Redband trout, migratory birds, and wildlife. 

2017  2022 

 
Johnson-Tunnel Creek Juniper Removal – (OWEB)  
The Johnson-Tunnel Creek Juniper Removal project is located on the Phillip W. Schneider Wildlife Area. The 
wildlife area protects, enhances, and 
restores wildlife habitats and ensures 
public access to thousands of acres of 
public lands. Management activities 
include timber management, juniper 
removal, weed control, controlled burns, 
shrub plantings, livestock grazing and 
the planting of agricultural crops 
important to wildlife. PWSWA is 
working to improve winter range 
conditions for the Johnson Creek 
watershed by contracting 80 acres of 
Juniper removal, and ODFW 
themselves have removed 10 acres 
through their District Juniper Cutting 
program. Johnson Creek and Tunnel 
Creek are important mule deer habitat 
areas due to their Cottonwood and Aspen galleries, numerous groundwater dependent ecosystems or springs, 
and beneficial grasses and bitterbrush. OWEB funding was requested to continue cutting 500 acres of Juniper to 
compliment ODFW's 90 acres. 
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Upper John Day Basin Collaborative LiDAR Flight – (OWEB)  
SFJDWC requested funding for 60.5 square miles of a 1,082 square mile collaborative Light Detection and 
Ranging (lidar) data collection in the upper John Day basin. Funds allowed SFJDWC staff to attend 80 training 
hours in lidar mapping and spatial analysis techniques to be used for upcoming watershed assessment, strategic 

planning, project design, 
collaborative implementation, and 
post-project monitoring. State and 
federal partners have secured lidar 
data on National Forest and private 
lands to the North, East, and West of 
SFJDWC’s acquisition area, but 
federal and state agencies are unable 
to fund collection on the land in 
between because of the 
checkerboard of ownerships. 
Closing this data gap will equip 
SFJDWC and the Murderers Creek 
Coordinated Resource Management 
Planning (CRMP) group with vital 
topographical and vegetation data to 
plan, perform, and monitor 
landscape-scale restoration work. 
SFJDWC’s acquisition area includes 
over 40 square miles of designated 
big game winter range and 40 
anadromous stream miles that 
SFJDWC and our partners are 
committed to protecting in the lower 
South Fork watershed. These are 
important natural and cultural 
resources that we can enhance, 
preserve, and manage more 
effectively with standardized lidar 
data and subsequent cross-
ownership project work. Project 
partners include NRCS, USGS, 
FEMA, ODF, USFS, and DOGAMI. 
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Brisbois Aspen Health – (OWEB)  
This project area continues from the previously funded OWEB grant #219-6015, Big Flat Juniper Removal, 
which included portions of the headwaters of Brisbois Creek for Juniper Removal. The NRCS Forest Health 
priority area has been identified as the Upper South Fork John Day region, and Keerins Ranch has enrolled to 
have forest health practices in the Brisbois watershed. In between these Forest Health units there are many 
Aspen stands. These stands were identified in the South Fork John Day Watershed Council's Aspen Inventory 
as lacking overstory component and suffering from conifer encroachment. OWEB funds were requested to 
remove encroaching Western Juniper and Conifer from the Aspen stands, install wire cage enclosures for Aspen 
sucker protection, and install an upland water source. 

Big Flat, looking West 

 

Junction of Big Howard and East Fork Brisbois.  
Standing up Big Howard, looking West toward East Fork Brisbois. 
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Prineville BLM Good Neighbor Authority – (OWEB)  
The South Fork John Day Watershed Council and the Prineville BLM have been working closely for the last 8 
years strategizing and planning different project areas that would benefit the Watershed by relieving grazing 
and wildlife pressures on sensitive riparian areas. Our area of focus has been BLM managed lands within the 

South Fork John Day Watershed. The South Fork John Day Watershed contains important winter and summer 
range habitats for elk and mule deer and is listed as a priority area for the Murderers Creek Mule Deer initiative 
and the South Fork John Day Conservation Opportunity Area (Oregon Plan). According to the Murderers Creek 
Mule Deer Initiative, heavy logging, grazing, and overgrazing by feral horses have led to forest health issues, 
western juniper encroachment, degraded channels, and invasive vegetation such as annual grasses, knapweeds, 
and thistles. Through partnership between the BLM and SFJDWC, we are protecting and enhancing habitat 

through juniper/conifer thinning, fencing sensitive spring sources and aspen stands, and, where feasible, 
developing off-channel water sources to provide high quality, reliable upland water sources, which will attract 
cattle, feral horses, and other wildlife away from sensitive riparian areas. 
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Stakeholder Engagement – (OWEB)  
The South Fork of the John Day River (SFJDR) flows northward from its headwaters in the Ochoco and Aldrich 
Mountains and enters the mainstem of the John Day River at Dayville. In its entirety, the South Fork subbasin 
drains approximately 607 square miles. The length of the mainstem of the South Fork from its headwaters to 
mouth is approximately 55 miles. The South Fork John Day Watershed Council works with private landowners 
to advance restoration efforts 
within the basin in conjunction with 
the recently awarded Regional 
Conservation Partnership Program 
through NRCS. We send outreach 
materials to all landowners, hold 
landowner sign up meetings, build 
landowner needs assessments for 
the lower South Fork, go on site 
tours with interested landowners, 
and advertise informational 
material for upcoming landowner 
events. This stakeholder 
engagement helps provide 
landowners with valuable 
information and encourages them to 
become active in possible 
restoration opportunities available 
with RCPP funds. This stakeholder 
engagement also builds upon the 
SFJDWC's existing Private 
Landowner Needs Assessment. 
Project partners that have helped 
provide matches with the RCPP 
funding, including Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife, 
Grant County Weed Control, and 
Oregon Watershed Enhancement 
Board. 
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South Fork Fire Grazing Management – (OWEB)  
This project is located throughout the South Fork John Day River Watershed, replacing allotment pasture fences 

on the Phillip W. Schneider Wildlife Area and Prineville 
BLM that burned beyond repair during the 2014 South 
Fork Fire. This fire was over 66,000 acres and burned in 
mixed ownership, 8 miles south of Dayville. This area is 
habitat for the threatened Mid-Columbia Steelhead, 
including critical habitat for that species and areas 
where they spawn annually. This area is high value 
habitat for wildlife as well, including the Murderers 
Creek Mule Deer Initiative Area, Murderers Creek Wild 
Horse Territory, Phillip W. Schneider Wildlife Area, 
and South Fork John Day Conservation Opportunity 
Area.  
47 miles of the South Fork John Day is designated Wild 
& Scenic, containing unique wildlife, botanical species, 

geologic, recreational, and scenic values. The South Fork 
Complex Fire impacted/damaged approximately 55 miles of allotment boundary and pasture fencing. Pastures 
impacted by the wildfire were rested from livestock grazing for 2-4 years so post-fire rehabilitation actions 
(seeding, spraying weeds, and fence repairs) could be 
completed.  
The project area includes 4 grazing allotments 
administered by the Bureau of Land Management and 
Phillip W. Schneider Wildlife Area. The burned fences 
were surveyed to determine exactly how much will 
need to be repaired. Over the last several years, the 
BLM has accomplished replacing 39 of these 55 miles 
and permittees have repaired 9 miles.  
The remaining fence miles are critical to complete 
because they restrict livestock and wild horse access to 
the South Fork John Day, Deer Creek, Cougar Gulch, 
and Murderers Creek, which are salmon and steelhead 
critical habitat. OWEB funds were requested to 
complete construction of the last 7 miles of fence, also removing down fence. Project partners include the 
ODFW and Prineville BLM. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Burned Fence Segment 8 in Cougar Gulch 
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Hole in the Ground Upland Health – (OWEB) 
The area known as Hole in the Ground is located on the Izee Ranch in Grant County. This area has been 
selected based upon its high wildlife habitat value and was previously funded with an OWEB Technical 
Assistance grant for Aspen Inventory and Juniper Prioritization. The landowner has also enrolled this area in the 
RCPP, based upon its high priority juniper ranking and upland water source development. Hole in the Ground 
ties together 3 different completed upland water, juniper, and aspen protection projects, funded through OWEB 
and the Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs. The Izee Ranch has also completed a large-scale effort to 
boost the bitterbrush and perennial grass population by reducing the sagebrush through timing herbicide 
application to target sagebrush and not harm bitterbrush. We requested support from OWEB to match the 
juniper removal and water development under RCPP, remove an additional 400 acres of juniper, and protect the 
3 aspen stands within the project area using buck and pole fencing and conifer removal. Project partners include 
NRCS and Izee Ranch. 

View inside Northern Aspen Stand 

 
Widows Creek Ranch Upland Health – (OWEB)  
The Widows Creek Ranch is located halfway between Mt. Vernon and Dayville on the Upper Mainstem John 
Day River. The ranch has been very active in restoration efforts, fencing riparian areas, clearing juniper, 
developing upland water, working on forest health, and strategically grazing livestock. They are seeking 
assistance to enhance, protect, and develop upland water, to draw livestock away from sensitive riparian 
habitats along Widows Creek, Bridge Creek (Steelhead Critical Habitat), Grouse Creek, and Dry Creek 
(Redband bearing streams). The ranch has enrolled all these streams in the Conservation Reserve Enhancement 
Program (CREP) with NRCS. We requested funding to protect and develop 7 upland water sources, 1 acre of 
aspen, and cut and pile 60 acres of juniper.  

           
      Spring Site 3                        Juniper Cut 
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John Day Basin Partnership Upland Prioritization – (OWEB)  
The 8,100 square mile John Day River Basin is one of the most important undammed river systems in the West 
and hosts two of the last remaining intact wild anadromous fish populations in the Columbia River System. The 
John Day Basin Partnership (Partnership or JDBP) currently consists of 30 organizations who are implementing 
an action plan to increase the pace, scale, and impact of watershed restoration in the John Day Basin. Per the 
JDBP’s Strategic Action Plan (SAP), watershed restoration is viewed as a ridgetop-to-ridgetop effort. Due to 
the size and variety of landscapes in the John Day, upland habitat restoration is traditionally implemented 
opportunistically as resource or agricultural needs arise. This project proposes to develop an ‘Upland 
Prioritization Framework’ to serve as a road map for organizations & land managers to identify priority 
restoration actions and project locations to implement conservation practices. This technical assistance project 
will build off of work completed by the GIS Specialist funded through that grant and shift its focus to the 
uplands prioritization process. Members of the JDBP Technical Working Group include Confederated Tribes of 
Warm Springs, Natural Resource Conservation Service, Gilliam SWCD, Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife, Sustainable Northwest, North Fork John Day Watershed Council, and Morrow SWCD. 

Rosebud Watershed Improvements – (OWEB)  
The project area lies in two sections within the Rosebud Creek Watershed: on Caps Creek about 1.4 miles 
upstream from the confluence with Rosebud Creek until the Forest Service boundary and along Rosebud Creek 
approximately 2.7 miles upstream from the confluence with the South Fork John Day River until the Double R 
Ranch boundary. This 12,000-acre portion of the Double R Ranch is heavily used by big game species and feral 
horses. The project area falls within the critical winter range for elk and mule deer, the Murderers Creek Wild 
Herd Management Unit, and the South Fork John Day River Conservation Opportunity Area. The South Fork 
John Day Watershed Council is cutting and piling 181 acres of juniper along the west side of Caps Creek up to 
the Forest Service boundary. We are also proposing to protect approximately 2.2 acres of aspen using a buck 
and pole fence and utilizing some of the cut juniper to make brush deterrents around smaller aspen stands in the 
area. Another part of the project will be to re-fence around 225 acres of pastures on the ranch encompassing 
approximately 2.5 miles of Rosebud Creek, a total of 6 miles of fencing for both sides of the creek. The 
landowner match for this project includes 2.5 miles of fencing from the 6-mile total as well as approximately 63 
acres of juniper cutting within the pasture that they fence.  

Murderers Creek Ranch Enrichment – (OWEB)  
The Murderers Creek watershed covers approximately 84,962 acres and is a tributary to the South Fork John 
Day River. The project area is located about 3 miles upstream of the confluence with the South Fork John Day 
River and extends another 2.5 miles along Murderers Creek. The property within the project area is owned by 
the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (Reclamation, 2019). Murderers Creek is the largest of the 5 
tributaries used by steelhead and therefore is very valuable to sustaining or increasing steelhead production. It is 
also one of the most important tributaries for spawning and is used by about 59% of steelhead that enter the 
South Fork John Day River (MCWA, 1997). The Murderers Creek Watershed Assessment states that steelhead 
are limited by suitable habitat and water temperatures. However, they note that beaver dams would probably 
increase late season flow which in turn would provide rearing habitat and juvenile survival. The Bureau of 
Reclamation provides technical assistance to address key limiting factors to protect and improve survival of 
salmon and steelhead listed under the ESA. Partners for the project include ODF&W Wildlife Area, ODF&W 
District Office, CTWS, & BOR. Project directives include the addition of large wood structures to establish 
beaver habitat, improvement in fish cover, increase in sediment retention, and floodplain expansion; removal of 
existing berms, rock rip rap and forming pilot channels to increase floodplain activation; and enhancement of 
riparian habitat through expanded fencing, plantings and preventing establishment of non-natives. 
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Murderers Creek Mussel Monitoring – (OWEB)  
Murderers Creek is an important watershed for wild steelhead populations in the John Day River system. The 
Murderers Creek Ranch Enrichment (220-6021) project to 
improve late season flow to support steelhead rearing and 
juvenile survival is being implemented by the South Fork John 
Day Watershed Council, ODFW, and Bureau of Reclamation. It 
is located about 3 miles upstream of the confluence with the 
South Fork John Day River and extends another 2.5 miles along 
Murderers Creek. In the summer of 2020, Xerces Society 
biologists met with South Fork John Day Watershed Council 
staff, through their OWEB Stakeholder Engagement Grant 
“Conserving Mussels in Aquatic Restoration,” and to conduct a 
survey at the Murderers Creek restoration site.  
This survey, and follow-up surveys within the restoration project 
reach through their companion OWEB Technical Assistance 
Grant, revealed the presence of an extremely high abundance of 
freshwater mussels (an estimated 70,000 within the 
approximately 2.5-mile stretch of the creek), including both 
western pearlshell (Margaritifera falcata) and floaters 
(Anodonta). We proposed to implement a freshwater mussel 
monitoring program to evaluate the effectiveness of mitigation 
measures, and to document the resulting effects of the Murderers 
Creek habitat restoration project on freshwater mussels, their 
habitat, and their host fish. To do so, we are monitoring survival 
of mussels onsite and at relocation sites using mark-recapture 

methods 
prior to the 
habitat 
restoration 
project, in months following the project (when survival 
rates may be the most impacted), and for a period of 5 
years. We will also monitor the effects of the project on 
host fish species by conducting annual monitoring, as well 
as changes in the habitat onsite by repeating CHaMP 
protocol data collection.  
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John Day Basin Partnership Capacity 2021-2023 – (OWEB)  
In 2014, 30 different agencies 
and organizations formed the 
John Day Basin partnership 
(Partnership). The Partnership 
is a diverse group of 
organizations working to 
realize linked recovery of 
native fish, habitat, and local 
communities in the John Day 
River Basin. The Partnership 
shares the belief that jointly 
executing a more 
comprehensive and compelling 
basin-wide action plan is the 
best way to bring in the 
sustained funding needed to 
substantially increase the pace, 
scale, and impact of watershed 
restoration in the John Day. 
The John Day Basin 
Partnership’s unifying purpose 
is to bring together 
stakeholders from across the 
basin with the common interest 
of restoring and maintaining 
our watersheds to maximize 
their ecological, economic, 
social, and cultural benefits. 
We apply deep knowledge of 
the basin, best available 
science, and cooperative 
planning and fundraising to 
empower more actions that 

establish healthy and resilient native habitats, working landscapes, and local communities for future generations. 
In 2018 the Partnership was awarded OWEB FIP implementation funds to focus on native fish habitat in 3 focused 
watersheds. Through continued capacity funding the Partnership can employ a coordinator, maintain a project 
tracking system, hire a facilitator, continue GIS prioritization for upland and aquatic systems, implement a 
coordinated monitoring effort, and support partner capacity for continued participation in all these listed actions. 
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Willits Habitat Improvement – (OWEB)  
This project lies near Wiley Creek Road next to Marks Creek, a tributary to the mainstem of the John Day 
River. The landowner has a 160-acre piece of property within wintering habitat for Rocky Mountain elk and 
mule deer with vegetation such as bitterbrush and sagebrush. There is no significant grazing on the property, but 
a few livestock animals and wildlife will benefit from the development. There is currently a lack of upland 
water for the big game species on the property. This lack of useable water in the uplands, mostly due to the 
dominance of juniper, threatens the nearby riparian areas and streams which are overused leading to degradation 
of habitat. We are developing a spring source on the property by gravity feeding the spring source with piping 
into two 8x12 1200-gallon water troughs for wildlife use. Overflow water from the troughs will be piped back 
into the drainage that eventually flows to Marks Creek and wildlife escapements ramps will be installed for 
smaller mammals. We are also cutting approximately 6.5 acres of west facing juniper surrounding the spring 
source and drainage in hopes to free up more water and allow big game species food sources to thrive. The 
landowner offered to cut all the juniper and protect the spring source as match for the project.  
 
Smokey Creek Juniper Removal – (OWEB)  
The Smokey Creek Juniper Removal project is located on the Smokey Creek Ranch owned by the Hand family 
approximately 5 miles south of Dayville. The property has Smokey Creek running directly down the center. 
Smokey Creek is classified as Critical Habitat for Mid-Columbia Steelhead. The Hand family has been actively 
cutting and milling juniper on their property since their purchase in 2018. The Hand Family currently does not 
graze cattle on their property. While being bordered by all public lands on their property (Bureau of Land 
Management and ODFW Phillip Schneider Wildlife Area), they have a large population of wildlife traveling 
through the property. Their goal is to continue cutting juniper throughout their property to enhance and restore 
range conditions for all wildlife, especially big game species like Rocky Mountain Elk, Mule Deer, and Bighorn 
Sheep. We are cutting and piling 75 acres of western juniper on the Hands' ranch. OWEB funding will be used 
to cut and pile 50 acres to match what the Hands have already cut and piled along 25 acres of Smokey Creek. 
The Hands have also partnered with the ODFW Mule Deer Initiative Program and have received 400 lbs. of 
seed to re-seed the disturbed ground. Project partners include ODFW and the Hand family. 
 
Ochoco National Forest Upland Projects – (OWEB)  
The project area is located on the Paulina Ranger District of the Ochoco National Forest (ONF), approximately 
17 miles northeast of Paulina, Oregon, along the eastern edge of the ONF. The project area encompasses three 
grazing allotments (Dry Corner, Sunflower, and Wind Creek) covering 51,530 acres of National Forest System 
Lands. The Forest Service selected alternative will reauthorize grazing in three allotments and will implement a 
variety of rangeland improvements and riparian restoration activities. This alternative will also authorize many 
wildlife habitat improvements including road closures and conifer thinning. The District Ranger's decision 
adopts all the Resource Protection Measures (RPM), design elements, and monitoring described in the Final 
Environmental Assessment. The proposed work for this grant includes developing 6 new springs, redeveloping 
3 spring sites that have surpassed the life of their equipment and are non-functioning, and fencing off all spring 
sources. We are also proposing to implement 6.65 miles of fence to either riparian areas or separating pastures 
and adding a water catchment system to the landscape. Project partners include the Ochoco National Forest and 
Paulina Ranger District. 
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OWEB Spring 2022 Grant Cycle – Awarded Funding  
 

Goen to Fields  
This project is located halfway between Mount Vernon and Dayville on the Upper Mainstem of the John Day 
River. Major streams that flow through the project areas include Goen Creek, Magpie Creek, and Field's Creek. 
Field's Creek and the Upper Mainstem John Day River are ESA-listed habitats for Mid-Columbia Steelhead. 
This area is also within the Murderers Creek Mule Deer Initiative and contains critical winter and summer range 
habitat for Mule Deer. The landowner and land manager for this ranch have been working on their own and 
partnering with Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife and Grant Soil & Water Conservation District to 
enhance habitat for wildlife through Juniper removal, Juniper thinning, burning, rangeland seeding, and 
exclusion fencing Critical Habitat waters. We are requesting assistance from OWEB to develop reliable upland 
water for livestock and wildlife and continue Juniper thinning and Juniper removal building off areas the land 
manager has identified and is currently working on. These areas are located within high-priority mule deer 
forage such as bitterbrush and aspen. We are also proposing to work with ODFW to monitor the Juniper thinned 
vs. Juniper Clear Cut areas for wildlife use. Partners for this project include ODFW and Grant SWCD. 

 
Indian Creek Diversion  
Located on Indian Creek, approximately 8.5 miles east of John Day, this project covers the design for relocating 
an existing diversion structure and unscreened ditch located off of the Malheur National Forest Wilderness Area 
onto private land, as well as piping the open irrigation ditch to increase irrigation efficiency. Indian Creek is a 
tributary to the upper mainstem John Day River. Indian Creek originates in the Malheur National Forest 
Wilderness Area and is considered a high-quality stream occupied by ESA-listed bull trout, Mid-Columbia 
steelhead, Westslope cutthroat trout, and redband trout. The location of the diversion is in designated wilderness 
(Strawberry Mountain Wilderness Area) on the Malheur National Forest. The diversion irrigates 108.6 acres 
with a total rate of 3.715 cfs. This ditch is currently unscreened and has been observed to entrain ESA-listed 
species, which typically perish. Fish mortalities have been observed and documented in the ditch system. The 
open irrigation ditch originates on Malheur National Forest WA land and continues through BLM Wilderness 
Study Area ending on private property. The total length of the open ditch system is 1.5 miles. There is a 
considerable amount of ditch seepage, evaporation and in many areas the ditch has failed and caused significant 
water loss and erosion. Due to the inefficiency of this ditch, piping the ditch will greatly improve water delivery 
and also conserve instream water that will benefit the high-quality cold-water tributary. Additionally, the 
current ditch location in very steep, and dangerous terrain which makes it difficult for the landowner to 
maintain. Project partners include ODFW, CTWS, USFS and BLM. 
 
Bridge Creek Forestry  
The Widows Creek Ranch encompasses 10,000 acres of land that includes ESA- listed Steelhead streams, 
forest, mountain mahogany stands, natural springs, and agricultural fields. The ranch is located approximately 
13 miles west of Mt. Vernon in Grant County, Oregon. This project specifically is less than a half mile from 
bordering U.S. Forest Service property to the south and completely borders Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife - Phillip W. Schneider Wildlife Area to the west. Due to the public land boundaries and their ongoing 
forestry work, the landowner would like to create a healthy forest stand to prepare his own land for fire 
resiliency. We are proposing to pre-commercial thin, pile and burn approximately 187 acres of conifer forests 
on north/northwest facing slopes of the Widows Creek Ranch. Conifer species include Ponderosa Pine, Douglas 
Fir, Grand Fir, Western Larch and Western Juniper. The thinning project would be in close proximity (within a 
half mile) to the ESA-listed Steelhead stream of Bridge Creek, within winter range for Rocky Mountain Elk and 
Mule Deer, and is included in the Oregon Mule Deer Initiative - Murderers Creek Area. Project partners include 
the Widows Creek Ranch, Oregon Department of Forestry, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, and U.S. 
Forest Service. 


